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Page 6 OBSERVER

EARLY DECEMBER

172 Trains Coming
Through
Fullerton
!
Per Day

Free Community
Holiday Toy
Express
Celebration
Dec. 10
The Southern California Railway Plaza
Association is working with the City of
Fullerton to present a Community
Celebration from 4pm to 6:30pm on
Saturday, December 10th at the Fullerton
Train Depot, prior to the scheduled
arrival of Metrolink’s Holiday Toy Express
at 7:15pm.
The celebration will offer caboose tours,
a display of historic train depot models
and children’s activities to enjoy while
waiting for the Express. There will also be
free hot chocolate, cookies and cupcakes
for the kids!
Marking its 15th anniversary,
Metrolink’s Holiday Toy Express is making a tour of 32 weekend visits at train stations in the region to present a half-hour
“Home for the Holidays” musical show.
When the 450-ton train decked out in
50,000 lights stops at each depot, firefighters will collect unwrapped toy donations for the ABC7 & Southland
Firefighters annual Spark of Love drive.
Come early to avoid parking jams and
take part in all the activities at the
Fullerton Depot, 120 E. Santa Fe Avenue
off Harbor Boulevard in downtown
Fullerton
Community Celebration sponsors
include: Barnes & Noble Amerige
Heights; Patty’s Cakes; and Santa Fe Café.
For
more
information
visit
www.scrpa.net or leave a message at 714278-0648. More information about
Metrolink’s Holiday Toy Express is available at MetrolinkTrain.com or by calling
800-371-5465 (LINK).

First Night
Volunteers Needed

The city is looking for volunteers to
help with the 21st annual “First Night
Fullerton,” family oriented, alcohol-free
New Year’s Eve celebration featuring live
entertainment, children’s activities and a
fireworks finale. The festivities take place
from 7pm to midnight Sunday, Dec. 31st
in Downtown Fullerton. Admission is
free. Volunteers are needed to help staff
information booths, serve as a stage or site
manager, or host at one of the activity
sites. Most volunteer shifts begin at 6pm
and end by 12:30am. Volunteers will be
able to enjoy the countdown to the new
year, fireworks, and take breaks. If you
would like to volunteer, deadline to register is Mon., Dec. 12. Contact Ashley
Glass, special events coordinator for the
city at 714-738-3338.

2011

Currently there are about 172 trains coming through Fullerton daily.
• Amtrak has 24 trains daily/ 7 days a week
(11 going south, 11 going north, and two
from Chicago).
• Metrolink has 48 trains coming through
Fullerton daily, Mon. through Fri. On weekends only 6 come through.
• Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
(BSNF) runs 85 to 100 freight trains
through Fullerton daily, around the clock.
Schedules may change in 2012 for both
Metrolink and Amtrak.
At the moment there are no plans to install
new tracks but possible changes include
modifying the spur line to accommodate the
X-Train should it be approved and modifications if the High Speed Rail project moves
ahead.
Meanwhile the 816-space SOCO parking
structure is online to open in Spring 2012
and will provide new parking for the transportation center and downtown.

OCTA Rail Over &
Underpass and Freeway
Projects in Fullerton

Alex’s Lemonade Fundraiser
Students of Robert C. Fisler School in
Fullerton became heroes for Alex this
Thanksgiving by raising funds and
awareness for Alex’s Lemonade Stand
Foundation (ALSF).
The campaign entitled “Orange
County’s Lemonade Week” was organized and executed by CSUF Public
Relations students. It served to spread
awareness for ALSF in Orange County
and to raise money to find a cure for
childhood cancer.
ALSF founder Alexandra Scott was a
cancer patient herself and only 4 years
old when she started raising money for
childhood cancer research. After raising
one million dollars, she passed away
four years later, but her legacy lives on
today as children all around the country
raise money for Alex’s cause.
Earlier this month, CSUF students
presented Alex’s story and the “Orange
County’s Lemonade Week” to more

Serve on the
OC Grand Jury

The Orange County Grand Jury conducts investigations which examine vari-

than 700 students of Fisler School. The
college students explained how Fisler
students can make a difference even at
their young age to help others. They
were encouraged to be thankful for their
own health and help those not as fortunate.
Students held “Orange County’s
Lemonade Day” at Fisler School. Fisler
students created posters and banners for
the stands, and they teamed at five stations where parents and classmates
eagerly made their donations.
“I had kids crowding my stand before
I was even done setting up,” said Karla
Amador, one of the students organizing
the campaign. During the 90-minute
fundraiser over $1,000 was raised.
The fundraising goal was to raise
$2,500. Donations are still being
accepted at http://www.alexslemonade.org/mypage/78936.

!

Volunteer Tax
Preparers Sought

•Orangethorpe Ave Overpass: The
Orange County Transportation Authority
(OCTA) will reconstruct Orangethorpe Ave.
as a bridge to allow vehicles to pass over the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
tracks. On the west side of the project,
Crowther Ave. and Miller Street will rise to
meet Orangethorpe. On the north side of the
project, Chapman rises to meet the elevated
portions of Orangethorpe. The project will
be constructed in phases allowing
Orangethorpe to remain open (one lane in
both directions) during construction scheduled to begin mid-2012 and be completed in
early 2015. Cost of the project is $117.4 million (federal $63.4 million; state $41.7 million; Measure M1/M2 $12.3 million)
•Raymond Ave. Underpass: This location
is still in the final design and planning stages.
Location is S. Raymond and E. Valencia
Drive. Construction is expected to begin
mid-2013 and be completed in early 2016.
Cost of the project is $76.7 million (state
$56.3 million; Measure M1/M2 $20.4 million)
•State College Blvd. Underpass: This
location is still in the final design and planning stages. Location is S. State College Blvd
and E. Valencia Drive. Construction is
expected to begin in mid-2013 and be completed in early 2016. Cost is $73.6 million
(federal $30.7 million; state: $31.8 million;
Measure M1/M2: $450,000; other local
$10.6 million)
•SR-57 Freeway Project: The Orange
County Transportation Authority and the
California Department of Transportation
has begun a $45 million freeway project that
will add a 3-mile northbound lane on the
Orange Freeway (SR-57) between Katella
Avenue and Lincoln Avenue in Anaheim.
The project is the second segment in a
series of improvements along the SR-57.
Construction on the first segment between
Orangethorpe Avenue and Lambert Road
began in November 2010.
In addition to adding a new northbound
lane, the improvement project will widen
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